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Farm policies pro-urban consumers, says M.S. Swaminathan -- `Huge imports of pulses, oilseeds defy logic' 
Our Bureau 

NEW DELHI, July 7 

THE country's present-day agricultural policies are focussed more on the urban consumer rather than the farmer, the eminent crop scientist, Dr. M.S. Swaminathan, has said. 

Speaking to presspersons on the sidelines of a function announcing the details of the proposed 88th Indian Science Congress (ISC) to be held early next year, Dr. Swaminathan warned against framing policies that were targeted mainly at meeting the short-t erm interests of domestic urban consumers. 

``The US Agriculture Secretary, Mr. Dan Glickman, has only recently proudly declared that his Government provides its farmers with annual subsidies of $25 billions, which includes elements such as crop insurance, etc. One should remember that the US does this despite its total farming population being a mere nine lakhs, as against our 105 million farming families'', Dr. Swaminathan said. 

He said farm subsidies in the US had mounted especially over the last 15 years, ``a point that someone like Mr. Glickman keeps highlighting''. If the US could adopt such a pro-active policy with respect to its less than a million farmers, there was no re ason for India not doing so for its 105-million farming families. 

``I don't know whether it is the pressure of the World Trade Organisation. But there is no logic for the country to be flooded with imports of pulses and being purchasing Rs. 10,000-crore worth of edible oils from abroad every year'', Dr. Swaminathan sai d, while advocating greater protection to farmers growing pulses and oilseeds, keeping in view their low water requirement and high crop value. 

States such as Punjab were growing too much of water-guzzling crops such as rice, wheat and sugarcane, which also excessively `mine' nutrients from the soil. ``These States should be growing more of barseem fodder, pulses and other legumes, since these h elp in nitrogen fixation and improving soil fertility'', Dr. Swaminathan said. 

But all this, he warned, would not take place if the Government did not have a coherent policy on agriculture, particularly with regard to ``blindly placing imports of all farm goods on the open general licence''. 

He also termed the Government's present excess buffer stocks of foodgrains as `illusory' since it was merely a reflection of the inadequate purchasing power of the country's 300-million-odd undernourished population. 

Earlier, the Director-General of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Dr. R.S. Paroda, said the theme of the 88th ISC would be `Food, Nutrition and Environmental Security'. The Congress, to be held here from January 3-7, 2001, would host 1 6 technical sessions on various current topics concerning agriculture including genetically modified foods and their health and environmental implications. 

The Congress is expected to attract host eminent speakers including nobel laureate, Dr. Norman Borlaug, world food laureates Dr. Gurdev S. Khush, Dr. Hans R. Herren, Dr. John S. Niederhauser, the Chairman of the Consultative Group on International Agricu ltural Research (CGIAR), Dr. Ismail Serageldin and the Driector of Missouri Botanical Gardens, Dr. Pater Raven. 

Senior scientists from the Chinese Academy of Sciences, American Association for the Advancement of Science, Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences and the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences would also attend, Dr. Paroda, who is the General Presid ent of the Congress, added. 
